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Have a Safe Spring! 
 

 

Wow. Winter Wheat Looks Good! 
Wheat fields are rocking right along in terms of crop development and so are the weeds.  Comments from field scouting is 
WOW, weed pressure in some winter fields seems to be keeping pace with the crop.  Time to terminate the competitive 
unwanted weeds and transfer all available energy (sunlight and fertility) to higher yield potential.  Many different options are 
available for broad spectrum control of weeds in cereal crops.  A popular choice is DuPont’s, Barricade M, which provides 
excellent features for good value. Combing the strength of 4 active ingredients, multiple modes of action and 2 different 
herbicide groups to help manage weed resistance and provide outstanding control of the toughest broadleaf weeds. 
 

Spraying Wheat – Watch Out!  
Include a fungicide at T1 timing (in tank mix with herbicide) for residual control of cereal leaf diseases, and ensuring excellent 
plant health.  Fungicide at T1 timing will suppress leaf diseases until the crucial T3 (protection of FHB timing).  Fungicides will 
be very important this year with the lush canopy and the forecasted weather pattern, as leaf disease pressures accelerate, 
scouting your fields will be as important as ever. A reminder that diseases like stripe rust (a growing concern for 2017) if not 
addressed with a proactive fungicide program at T1 with herbicide and or T2 flag leaf stage could result in yield losses of 50 -
60%.) Historic management has proven that fungicide at T3 (heading) gives wheat a yield kick and protects your wheat from 
FHB infection, produces plumper kernels with increased test weight.  Some fungicide products of choice are Acapela, Stratego 
Pro and Trivapro at T1 and T2 timing and Prosaro as the go to at T3 for the highest level of protection available for head 
diseases. 

A healthy plant will help maximize yield opportunities. It will pay to be proactive with fungicide use, where the benefits will far 
outweigh the product cost. 

 

Calendar for 2018  
It’s never too early to start sending in pictures for the 2018 calendar. We are proud to be able to provide a 

calendar full of local content submitted by our producers year after year – all thanks to your great 
submissions! Please email you photos to jenelle@holmesagro.com ☺ 

 

New Faces at Holmes Agro – Orangeville  
Some new changes have happened over the last few months at Holmes Argo - Orangeville. The following new faces are: 

 
Tammy Cunningham – Customer Service Representative 

Michelle Ramsden – Accounts Receivables 
Jenelle Winch – Inventory Control Manager/Customer Service Representative 

 
Please feel free to contact them at any time, as they are pleased to help you in every way possible.  
 

Prepping for Patient Planting  
A good seedbed and proper seed placement are important any time you plant! 
Patience is a hard, but necessary virtue, if planting later in the season in order to 
make the right decisions that will positively impact yields!  

Pay attention to calendar date, but also soil temperatures, seeding rates, 
fertility (product and placement), hybrid placement and crop choice or rotation. 
Maximizing your yield and inevitably your profitability depend on your ability to resist the call to action as much as responding 
to it. Remember that optimum soil temperature is 50ºF. 
May has only just begun so whether Spring starts on time or whether it ends up taking a little longer than we would like, 
Holmes Agro has the hybrids/varieties to service any/all of your spring needs. 
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Green Fields Emerging  
 
Well here we are on May 1st with a wet week ahead.  If you’re lucky you’ve got your nitrogen on your winter wheat, and 
possibly some spring cereals and maybe even canola planted.  For the most part corn and soybean planters are still in the 
drive shed.  With all this rain, fields are going to begin to green up prior to spring tillage and planting which brings along some 
additional challenges.  If you’re seeing mainly annual weeds emerging, then 
tillage will be a “good enough” approach, however if you’re seeing perennial 
weed pressure this is not a sufficient control option.  Pre-plant burndown 
programs are essential for a “start clean” and “stay clean” approach which 
will have the best chances of delivering a high yielding crop.  Corn growers 
facing this situation should be adding glyphosate to their pre-emergent 
herbicide program in a no-till system or using a Glyphosate + Eragon and 
Merge program as a pre-tillage program in a conventional till system.  
Soybean growers can use Guardian (Glyphosate + Classic) in a no till 
system or can choose between Eragon, Blackhawk, or 2-4D Ester as tank 
mix partners with glyphosate in a conventional tillage program.  Keep in mind 
that Blackhawk can only be applied up to 1 day post planting or must be 
applied a minimum of 3 days before emergence of the beans, and 2-4D 
Ester must be applied at minimum of 7 days prior to planting.  With our planting window shrinking by the day, some of these 
options may be a bit tricky to accommodate.  If all else fails then 1.3L of either Credit Extreme or Round-up will do an adequate 
job in most circumstances.  Keep in mind that you must allow a minimum of 72 hours after application before tillage, and in 
cool wet conditions the product will be slower to translocate so 96 or 120 hours (4-5 days) will be even better.  Let us know if 
you need help deciding on product options or require some assistance with custom application.      
 

The Importance of Planter Maintenance  
 
As the weather continues to gradually warm up, the motivation to get your equipment "field ready" continually 
increases.  Whether it is as simple as just greasing up or as complicated as a complete overhaul, the frenzy has begun! Here 
is short checklist before you head out to the field this Spring. 
 
PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE OVER REACTIVE MAINTENANCE ALWAYS!!!! 
 
- Check over your planter systematically ensuring everything from the frame to the seed blades are fit and within acceptable 
wear parameters 
- Ensure all grease fittings take grease! 
- Inflate tire pressures. Your sprockets for seed drop are set for those pressures, your seeding rate depends on it! 
- Check all wiring and hoses for proper routing and ensure there are no pinch or wear points. 
- Inspect all meters, brushes, plates etc, and have your finger pick-ups tested 
Yield potential starts with the seed and our ability to give it the best start possible.  Let's take the time to do our job best so it 
can do its’ job best! 
    Holmes Agro Wishes You all a Productive Spring Season! 
 

Buying Inputs This Spring – Look to FCC  
 
Get approved to buy crop inputs now and make payment in March 2018. FCC works with customers to allow 
time for marketing your crop when it best suits you in terms of price and storage. Purchases made between 
now and August 31, 2017, have a repayment of March 2018. There are no fees if you don’t use the program 
during the year, no penalties if you pay early, and if you pay before the due date, you can re-advance on the 
same loan. This can be used for seed, fertilizer and any other input charges through Holmes Agro.  Contact 
your Holmes Agro Rep or the Orangeville or Stayner offices for further information. 

 
 
 


